


B+Y Architects

Belle Creek is designed as a
family-centered new com-
munity with all residential
units within a five-minute
walk of the town center, It
was planned in collaboration
with enlightened local lead-
ers, which agreed with the
developers on an increase

in density, thus permitting

a range of residential types
—many of them more af-
fordable than in comparable
suburbs — and enabling

the funding of generous
community amenities. Of the
928 residential units, 185
are single-family houses of
1,581 to 2,331 square feet,
341 are detached “cottages”

of 1,170 to 1,543 square
feet, 98 are row houses of
1,019 to 1,599 square feet,
and 304 are apartments.
Residents will be able to
move to larger or smaller
quarters without leaving the
community. Site planning
and architectural design
were pursued simultaneously
to create a coherent fabric.
Residential architecture

is inspired by established
neighborhoods of Denver
and Boulder. Garages are
accessed via alleys, which are
made safer and more attrac-
tive by bands of landscaping
and the presence of optional
carriage house units. Street

Belle Creek
Henderson, Colorado

and sidewalk design leaves
ample room for mature trees.
A 22,800-square-foot family
center includes a fitness cen-
ter, an early childhood learn-
ing center, and a technology
center. A charter school built
adjacent to the family center
shares its gymnasium. A
central 5,000-square-foot
retail and professional office
area now includes a small
grocery. The 70,000-square-
foot retail center at the south
end of the project will grow
as the local market develops.
Measures to enhance sus-
tainability include dual water
systems, with nonpotable
water for irrigation, and

houses that meet “Built
Green" energy-efficiency
standards, which qualify
owners for more advanta-
geous mortgages.

Top left: Single-family houses
facing park land.

Above left: Town Square with
rowhouses and detached houses.

Above: Street lined with
cottages.

Right: Site plan.

Far left: Cottage with histori-
cally inspired porch.

Photography: Michael Peck,
far right, Ron Ruscio.
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The Brownstone Collection at Highlands Ranch Town Center
Highlands Ranch, Colorado

B+Y Architects Belmar Row Houses B+Y Architects
Lakewood, Colorado

The new "“downtown
neighborhood” of Belmar

is being developed, with
residences, offices, shops,
movies, galleries, restaurants,
and plazas all within walking
distance. Mid-block walk-
ways encourage pedestrian
access to nearby business

and entertainment destina-
tions. B+Y has designed 132
row houses on 3%: blocks
along the east side of Belmar.
The three- and four-story
residences include private
second-floor decks, above
the activity of the street, and
optional penthouses offering
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more distant views. Gabled
fronts refer to historical
residential precedents and
help to distinguish these
buildings from the parapeted
structures of adjacent retail
blocks.

Top: Row houses with upper-
floor decks and bays.

Above left: Residences along
through-block walks.

Above: Site plan.
Photography: Cheryl Ungar.

Top: “Stacked” units facing
town green.

Above: “Courtyard” row
houses.

Photography: Cheryl Ungar.
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Once the epitome of urban
sprawl, Highlands Ranch is
now taking advantage of a
unique opportunity to create
a town center with civic,
retail, office, and residential

uses within walking distance.

The 20.9-acre development
includes 111 row houses
designed by B+Y Architects
and 111 triplexes by others.
Blending historical and
contemporary architecture,
the buildings bring urban
imagery to a hitherto subur-
ban community. Elevations
consciously define the public

realm, while giving residents
a semi-private envelope. Site
planning and architecture
were carried out simulta-
neously to solve grading,
density, and place-making
goals, while accommodating
an existing triplex on the site.
The grade was intentionally
raised for houses facing the
civic green and library in or-
der to give the public space a
clear boundary and to afford
some privacy for residents
overlooking public events
and celebrations.
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The development plan of
Stapleton, on the site of
Denver's previous airport,
follows New Urbanist
principles, and stipulations of
the Stapleton Design Book
reflect architectural elements
found in the city's older
neighborhoods. Street fronts
of the Architect Collection
houses face common greens,

with sidewalks encourag-
ing pedestrian activity, and
garages are accessed from
alleys. Three house types are
identified by their defining

elements: the Courtyard Resi-

dence by the outdoor room
around which are wrapped

living areas, kitchen, master
bedroom and second-story

bedroom; the Tower Resi-

The Architect Collection at Stapleton
Denver, Colorado

dence by the third-floor loft
above a two-story library; the
Atrium Residence by a two-
story, top-lighted living area
and an optional two-story
backyard pavilion.

Top left: Tower Residence with
third-story loft above library.

Top right: Atrium Residence.

Bottom: Model houses at dusk.

Photography: Jim Blecha.
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The Lofts are configured in

a four-story crescent with

an important design role:
framing Stapleton’s Founder’s
Green. The building is of
Type V construction over an
underground parking garage.
The project’s nine 1,450-
square-foot Town Homes are
two-story units with front en-
tries on Founder's Green and
attached two-car garages.
The 28 lofts on the third and

fourth floors, ranging from
680 to 870 square feet in
area, have stair and elevator
access from the street-level
lobby and the parking ga-
rage. The rectilinear corner of
the same block is the site of
Townlofts at Stapleton, under
construction, which consist
of 11 three-story row houses,
varying in size from 1,060 to
1,489 square feet.

Top: Crescent-shaped building
of The Lofts defining one corner
of Founder's Green.

Above right: Detail of entrance.

Right: Site plan of The Lofts,
with The Townlofts filling rectan-
gular portion of block.

Photography: Cheryl Ungar.

The Lofts at Stapleton
The Townlofts at Stapleton
Denver, Colorado
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Like the developments on
the previous two pages,
these projects contribute to
the planned community of
Stapleton, on the site of the
old Denver airport. The Tuck-
Under Avenue Row Houses
line 29th Avenue, which
forms the spine of Staple-
ton’s first neighborhood.
Varying in floor area from
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1,385 to 1,609 square feet,
the three-story houses hold
the street edge in the man-
ner of historical townhouses.
Roslyn Court was designed
to help its developer, Forest
City, fuffill a commitment to
workforce housing under
Denver's Inclusionary Hous-
ing Ordinance. Single-story
units are combined in struc-

Roslyn Court at Stapleton

Tuck-Under Avenue Row Houses at Stapleton

Denver, Colorado

tures with the form and scale
of single-family houses, thus
making them more compat-
ible with nearby market-rate
residences. A one-bedroom
carriage house unit is
located above three single-
car garages that provide
parking for other units. While
defining the street edge as
single-family houses would,

the buildings are organized
around shared landscaped
courts on the interior of the
block.

Top left: Roslyn Court site plan.

Top right: Roslyn Court units
around landscaped area inside
block.

Bottom: Tuck-Under Avenue
Row Houses defining key
community street.

Photography: 2722222222727
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